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Introduction 

This  bibliography  deals  with  literature  on  patterns  of  urban  social 
interaction  and  their  relationship  to  urban  spatial  structure.   A  distinction 
is  usually  made  between  social  and  recreational  trips  and,  in  some  cases, 
among  certain  types  of  social  trips.   The  research  included  here  deals  with 
literature  relevant  to  trips  made  for  the  social  purposes  of  visiting  friends, 
neighbors,  or  relatives.   Individuals  make  social  trips  between  a  variety  of 
land  uses.   However,  the  largest  subset  of  social  trips  is  the  inter- 
residential  trips  which  connect  two  personal  dwelling  units. 

A  relatively  large  proportion  of  transportation  research  has  been 
conducted  on  two  types  of  trips,  the  shopping  trip  and  the  work  trip.   These 
two  types  of  trips  are  similar  in  that  they  are  non-discretionary.   Individuals 
must  make  work  and  shopping  trips  with  regularity  to  carry  on  their  weekly 
activity  patterns.   The  destinations  for  these  trips  are  primarily  to  those 
commercial  and  industrial  land  uses  adapted  for  the  particular  trip  type, 
and  each  trip  deals  with  a  person  to  activity  connection.   Literature  on 
these  trip  types  has  been  organized  into  bibliographies  in  this  series. 

The  social  trip  is  another  type  of  trip  that  generates  urban  travel 
patterns  and  it  is  receiving  increasing  attention  from  researchers  in  many 
fields.   A  bibliography  drawing  together  literature  from  this  inter- 
disciplinary study  area  concerning  social  trips  is  needed. 

The  trip  made  for  social  interaction  is  quite  different  from  the  work  or 
shopping  trip  in  several  ways.   First,  the  social  trip  is  concerned  entirely 
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with  person  to  person  connections.   Second,  the  social  trip  is  discretionary 
in  nature  and  is  more  personalized  than  the  two  previously  mentioned  trips 
because  the  trip  maker  becomes  socially  involved  at  the  trip  destination. 
Third,  the  social  trip  allows  the  trip  maker  a  wide  degree  of  choice  in  where 
to  travel. 

There  exist  many  other  types  of  activities  that  can  be  substituted  for 
the  social  trip.   Among  them  are  recreation,  going  for  a  ride,  or  simply 
relaxing  at  home.   Some  of  the  activities  may  not  involve  a  trip  at  all. 
The  activity  that  is  chosen,  whether  social  or  otherwise,  depends  basically 
upon  an  individual's  preferences,  income,  and  his  leisure  time  availability. 
The  social  trip,  being  discretionary  in  nature  rather  than  a  matter  of 
necessity,  exhibits  a  wide  variability  in  trip  frequency  from  household  to 
household  because  of  the  variation  in  individual's  preferences. 

Social  trips,  although  comprising  only  approximately  eight  percent  of 
all  trips  made,  cause  and  in  turn  are  caused  by  the  social  and  physical 
structure  of  the  city.   Their  impact  can  be  examined  from  a  variety  of 
academic  standpoints.   For  example,  studies  from  sociology,  social  psychology, 
geography,  political  science,  economics,  urban  planning,  and  transportation 
engineering  have  been  included  in  this  bibliography. 

Many  geographic  studies  show  a  distance  decay  function  for  most  human 
spatial  interaction.   A  good  summary  of  that  literature  can  be  found  in 
Olsson's  (1965)  monograph.   Diffusion  research  dealing  with  the  construction 
of  mean  information  fields  to  simulate  interpersonal  contact  (Hagerstrand, 
1966)  is  based  on  the  effects  of  distance  on  social  interaction.   Planners 
have  also  shown  intra-urban  trips  to  decline  in  frequency  with  distance 
inputs  (Schneider,  1959;  Harris,  1964;  and  Boyce,  1965). 
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The  diminuation  in  the  probability  of  social  communication  and 
friendship  with  increasing  distance  has  received  attention  from  sociologists. 
For  example,  Katz  and  Hill  (1958)  have  shown  that,  at  least  at  the  city 
scale,  the  greater  the  amount  of  potential  courtship  interaction,  which 
varies  inversely  with  distance,  the  greater  the  probability  of  marriage. 
Distance  has  traditionally  (Bossard,  1932)  and  more  recently  (Ramsy,  1965; 
and  Morrill  and  Pitts,  1967)  proven  to  be  a  significant  variable  in  mate 
selection.   Studies  by  Caplow  and  Forman  (1950)  and  by  Festinger,  et  al. 
(1950)  have  revealed  the  importance  of  distance  in  personal  contacts  in 
college  married  housing  units.   At  all  scales,  including  the  neighborhood 
scale,  the  results  of  questions  asking  individuals  to  name  the  person  or 
persons  that  they  interact  with  most  frequently  socially  reveal  the 
overwhelming  influence  of  propinquity  on  social  relations  (Boult  and  Janson, 
1956). 

A  measure  of  the  difference  in  status  among  individuals  has  generally 
been  found  to  be  important  in  predicting  the  amount  of  their  social  inter- 
action.  For  example,  it  has  been  shown  that  students  are  more  likely  to  be 
friends  with  those  who  are  near  to  them  not  only  in  proximity,  but  also  in 
college  class  (peership)  (Priest  and  Sawyer,  1967).   In  other  studies, 
Laumann  (1966)  and  Beshers  and  Laumann  (1967)  showed  that  comparable 
occupational  class  is  the  main  factor  in  predicting  with  whom  individuals 
will  engage  in  social  relations. 

Newcomb  (1956),  the  social  psychologist,  has  argued  that  the  object  of 
similar  attitudes  must  be  valued  by  both  the  sender  and  receiver  of 
information  and  of  common  relevance  to  them.   This  is  most  often  accomplished 
when  parties  are  of  the  same  status.   Putnam  (1966)  has  argued  that  influence 
on  voters  is  mediated  primarily  through  numerous  personal  contacts  among 
members  of  the  community.   Also,  the  reduced  choice  of  contacts  in  a 
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neighborhood  results  in  greater  reciprocation  and  clique  formation  than 
would  take  place  otherwise  (Frankenberg,  1966).   Nelson  (1966)  has  shown 
greater  geographical  immobility  among  those  belonging  to  well-connected 
cliques,  as  opposed  to  those  belonging  to  less  well-connected  cliques.   These 
well-connected  cliques  may  be  found  in  stable  neighborhoods. 

Other  than  for  the  testing  of  the  now  established  theories  of  social  and 
physical  distance,  most  of  the  studies  in  this  bibliography  are  empirically, 
rather  than  theoretically  oriented.   Some  exceptions  to  this  trend  are  the 
studies  of  the  theory  of  personal  influence  (Katz  and  Lazarsfeld,  1955), 
studies  of  friendship  evaluation  (Williams,  et  al. ,  1956;  and  Thibaut  and 
Kelley,  1959),  and  studies  of  the  theory  of  spatial  patterns  of  social  trips 
(Cox,  1969;  and  Wheeler  and  Stutz,  1971). 

Studies  dealing  with  the  effect  of  distaace  and  status  on  interpersonal 
social  relations  are  in  general  agreement.   A  large  body  of  literature  at 
the  building,  neighborhood,  and  city  levels  has  found  that  social  and  spatial 
distance  are  important  influences  on  pairs  of  contacts.   Yet,  due  to  the 
voluntary  and  substitutional  nature  of  social  trips,  variations  in  individual 
personalities  and  attitudes  make  social  trip  frequency  and  patterns  of  social 
ties  difficult  to  predict.   Some  explanation  of  how  and  why  individuals 
select  social  trip  ends  has  been  forwarded.   More  research  is  needed  in  this 
area  to  verify  the  existing  theory  and  to  further  advance  it. 

More  spatial  research  is  needed  which  can  explain  why  spatial  patterns 
are  formed  as  they  are  within  the  ecological  framework  of  spatial  (land  use 
and  accessiblity)  and  social  (class  and  cultural  background)  barriers  in  the 
urban  system.   It  is  expected  that  results  will  have  an  impact  on  future 
urban  planning  by  pointing  out  the  degree  to  which  individuals,  as  well  as 
neighborhoods,  are  unnecessarily  segregated  and,  therefore,  inaccessible  to 
one  another. 
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However,  until  personality  and  attitude  factors  can  be  adequately 
measured,  a  certain  random  element  must  be  assumed  when  analyzing  social 
trips.   The  random  element  is  based  not  only  on  the  factors  of  personality 
and  attitude,  but  also  on  the  individual's  unique  social  communications 
network  and  his  search  behavior,  each  of  which  is  not  completely  determined 
by  distance  and  status  considerations. 
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